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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 This course emphasizes all five language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture). Over the year, 
students will acquire a thorough introduction to the basics of the German language (letters, numbers, simple 
grammatical structures, greetings/farewells, vocabulary, etc.) which will provide a solid foundation for further 
study in following years. Cognates and the relationship between German and English as Germanic languages are 
given special emphasis. It is taught with as much spoken German as possible, but grammar explanations are in 
English. Games, films, songs, and other cultural “tidbits” are also used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COURSE SYLLABUS: 
 
Quick note:  Before you begin using the textbook, take a moment and read through pages iv-vi at the beginning of 
the book.  This section helps to explain the layout of each chapter.    

 
Major Topics 

 
Vorschau:  P. 1-11 
Maps of Germany, Austria, & Switzerland 
Alphabet 
German first names 
Classroom Expressions 
Numbers:  0-20 
 
Kapitel 1:  P. 16-41 
Introductions/farewells  
Asking for someone’s name and giving yours 
Asking who someone is 
Forming questions 
Definite articles 
Asking someone’s age and giving yours 
Subject pronouns 
The verb sein 
Talking about where people are from 
Talking about how people get to school 
 
Kapitel 2:  P. 42-67 
Talking about interests 
Present-tense verb conjugation  
Expressing likes/dislikes 



Saying when you do various activities 
Word order – verb in second position 
Asking for an opinion 
Verb stems and irregular conjugations 
Agreeing/disagreeing 
 
 
Kapitel 3:  P. 68-95 
Talking about where you live 
Offering something to eat and drink/responding 
The verb möchten 
Saying please/thank you/you’re welcome 
Describing a room 
Indefinite articles ein, eine, ein 
Using pronouns 
Talking about family members 
Numbers: 21-100 & simple math equations 
Possessives:  mein, dein, sein, ihr 
Describing people 
 
 
 
Kapitel 4:  P. 100-127 
Talking about class schedules 
Using a schedule to talk about time 
The verb haben 
Sequencing events 
Expressing likes/dislikes/favorites 
Lieblings- 
Grades in Germany  Zeugnis = Report Card 
Responding to good news/bad news 
Noun plurals 
Talking about prices 
Pointing things out 
 
Kapitel 5:  P.  128-155 
Expressing wishes when shopping 
Case:  nominative & accusative 
Commenting on and describing clothes 
The verb gefallen 
Giving compliments and responding to them 
Direct object pronouns 
Talking about trying on clothes 
The verbs nehmen/aussehen 
Separable prefix verbs 
 
Kapitel 6:  P. 156-183 
Starting a conversation 
Telling time and talking about when you do things 
Making plans 
The verb wollen 
Ordering food and beverages 
Stem-changing verbs 



Talking about how something tastes 
Paying the check 
 
 
Kapitel 7:  P. 188-215 
Extending and responding to an invitation 
Expressing obligations 
The verb müssen 
Talking about how often you have to do things 
Asking for and offering help/Telling someone what to do 
The verb können 
Accusative pronouns 
Talking about the weather 
 
Kapitel 8:  P. 216-243 
Asking what you should do 
The verb sollen 
Telling someone what to do 
Du- & Ihr- commands 
Talking about quantities 
Saying that you want something else 
Giving reasons 
The conjunctions denn and weil 
Saying where you were and what you bought 
Past tense of sein 
 
 
 
 
Kapitel 9:  P. 244-271 
Talking about where something is located 
The verb wissen 
Asking for and giving directions 
fahren versus gehen 
Sie-commands 
Talking about what there is to eat and drink 
Es gibt 
Saying you do or don’t want more 
Negation with kein 
Expressing opinions 
The conjunction dass 
 
Kapitel 10:  P.  276-303 
Expressing likes/dislikes 
The verb mögen 
Expressing familiarity 
Expressing preferences and favorites 
wissen versus kennen 
lieber/am liebsten 
The verbs sprechen & lesen 
Using worüber with sprechen 
Talking about what you did in your free time 
 



Kapitel 11:  P. 304-331 
Using the telephone in Germany 
Inviting someone to a party and accepting/declining 
Talking about birthdays and expressing good wishes 
Ordinal numbers 
Discussing gift ideas 
Introduction to the dative case 
Word order with the dative case 
 
Kapitel 12:  P. 332-359 
This is primarily a review chapter and does not need to be covered.   
 
 
Cultural Readings:  Besides the various cultural materials found throughout each chapter, be familiar with the 
location openers that are split amongst chapters 1-3, 4-6, 7-9, & 10-12, respectively.  A listing of the cultural 
references can be found on pages xx-xxiii at the beginning of the book. 
 
Listening and Reading Comprehension:  The exam will contain assessments of listening and reading 
comprehension based on the vocabulary and texts found in the book. 
 
Vocabulary:  Know the various vocabulary provided in each chapter (usually found in green or blue boxes), along 
with the lists provided at the end of each chapter.  With nouns, know the gender and the plural forms.  For verbs, 
know the appropriate conjugations.   
 
Speaking Interview 
The testing-out exam will also consist of a 4-5 minute interview with Herr Floyd, in order to test speaking 
proficiency.  The interview is based on the vocabulary and topics found in the book.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY COMPONENTS TO TESTING OUT 

1.  Name of Course   
2. Course description  (above) 
3. Course syllabus (above) 
4. Final Requirements (check those that apply) 

_x__ exam                                                          ___portfolio 
_x__demonstration performances                ___presentation 
___papers                                                         ___projects 

5. A description of the requirement(s) checked above and how it (they) will be assessed. 
The exam is a written assessment comprised of multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, & short 
answer questions.  There will be reading and listening comprehension questions.  The grade will be 



calculated on the basis of points correct out of total points possible.  The student must also complete a 
speaking interview of approximately four to five minutes.   
 
 
 
 

6. Grade calculation for attainment of C+ 
 
Student must achieve a combined total of 77% of higher on the interview and written exam. 
 

 


	Major Topics

